Amendments to the Claims: 



1. (original) A method for a dynamic information connection engine, comprising: 

detecting at least one user action on at least one client computer and, in response, 
determining at least one user is searching for supported information; 

extracting query information from the at least one user action, wherein the query 
information includes at least one category of the supported information; 

automatically selecting at least one supplier of the supported information using at least 
one server in response to the query information; 

transferring at least one query including the query information among the selected at 
least one supplier via at least one network; and 

generating at least one result list in response to at least one query response, wherein 
the at least one result list includes response information generated from the at least one query 
response and query status information. 

2. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising providing the at least one result list to 
the at least one user. 

3. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one result list further includes at least 
one electronic link to the selected at least one supplier. 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein detecting further comprises: 

monitoring the at least one user action by capturing Uniform Resource Locators (URLs) 
from a browser of the at least one client computer; comparing a root portion of the captured 
URL with at least one list of strings stored by the at least one client computer; and forwarding a 
root-matching URL to the at least one server, wherein determinations are made whether the at 
least one user action is a request for the supported information r e qu e st for trav el informat i on 
and whether the at least one user action contains enough information to be the query 
information th e at le ast on e it i n e rary compon e nt . 

5. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising establishing at least one coupling to the 
selected at least one supplier via the at least one network, wherein establishing includes at least 
one method selected from a group consisting of requesting at least one web page from at least 
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one web site of the at least one supplier, and using at least one proprietary coupling among the 
at least one supplier and at least one intermediary database, wherein the at least one 
intermediary database comprises information on available inventory of the at least one supplier. 

6. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising establishing at least one coupling 
between the at least one client computer and the at least one server, wherein the at least one 
client computer dynamically constructs a name of the at least one server by concatenating 
string fragments including a string constant representing a fixed base part of a name of the at 
least one server, at least one random number converted into at least one character string, and a 
string constant representing at least one domain in which the at least one server is located. 

7. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

tracking a purchase of at least one itinerary component; and 
maintaining proof of the purchase. 

8. (currently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein the tracking and the maintaining 
comprise: maintaining at least one set of buy tracking specifications buy - tracking l ist of str i ng 
pairs on the at least one client computer, wherein a first portion of the buy tracking specification 
includes information to identify the string pair e l e m e nt i nclud e s a URL of a receipt web page of 
the at least one supplier, wherein a second portion of the buy tracking specification includes 
information to identify a portion of the content within the receipt web page to be extracted as 
str i ng pa i r e l e m e nt i nc l ud e s an e xtract i on sp e c i f ie r that sp e c i f ie s a purchase transaction 
identification string w i th i n th e r e c e ipt w e b pag e, and wherein the purchase transaction 
identification string is used as proof of purchase transaction origination. 

9. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein automatically selecting at least one 
supplier comprises performing at least one evaluation using at least one decision criteria s e arch 
f a ct o r selected from a group consisting of information from the at least one itinerary component, 
preferences of the at least one user, personal information on the at least one user, at least one 
previous search history of the at least one supplier, and at least one search history of at least 
one search of a similar type and by a similar user. 

10. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising filtering the at least one query 
response using criteria selected from a group consisting of relative item pricing, preferences of 
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the at least one user, personal information on the at least one user, sort criteria of the at least 
one user, past purchasing decisions of the at least one user, and past purchasing decisions of 
at least one aggregate group of users. 

1 1 . (original) A method for locating and scheduling travel itinerary components in real time, 
comprising: 

detecting at least one user action on at least one client computer and, in response, 
determining at least one user is searching for travel information; 

extracting at least one itinerary component from the at least one user action; 

automatically selecting at least one supplier of the at least one itinerary component using 
at least one server; 

transferring at least one query among the selected at least one supplier via at least one 
network, wherein the at least one query is a request for purchase information on the at least one 
itinerary component; and 

presenting the at least one user with at least one result list in response to at least one 
query response, wherein the at least one result list includes the purchase information, at least 
one electronic link to the at least one supplier, and query status information. 

12. (original) The method of claim 11, wherein the at least one itinerary component comprises 
at least one component selected from a group consisting of airline reservations, lodging 
reservations, and ground transportation reservations. 

13. (currently amended) The method of claim 11, wherein detecting the at least one user action 
further comprises: 

monitoring a series of user actions from a browser of the at least one client computer the 
at l e ast on e us e r act i on by captur i ng Uniform R e sourc e Locators (URLs) from a brows e r of th e 
at le ast on e c lie nt comput e r ; 

capturing information from each user action, wherein the information includes at least 
one Uniform Resource Locator (URL): 

comparing a root portion of the captured URL with at least one list of strings stored by 
the at least one client computer; and forwarding a root-matching URL to the at least one server, 
wherein determinations are made whether the at least one user action is a request for travel 
information and whether the at least one user action contains enough information to be the at 
least one itinerary component. 
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14. (original) The method of claim 13, further comprising determining whether the at least one 
user action contains enough information to be the at least one itinerary component. 

15. (original) The method of claim 14, further comprising opening at least one sub-window on 
the browser when the at least one user action includes enough information to be the at least 
one itinerary, wherein the sub-window accepts entry of the at least one itinerary. 

16. The method of claim 14, wherein capturing furth e r comprising is performed by a separate 
software component coupled to the browser, captur i ng i nformat i on from th e at le ast on e us e r 
act i on wh e n i t is d e t e rm i n e d that th e at le ast on e us e r act i on contains e nough information to b e 
th e at l e ast on e it i n e rary compon e nt. 

17. (original) The method of claim 14, further comprising capturing information from a third 
party web site when it is determined that the at least one user action contains enough 
information to be the at least one itinerary component. 

18. (original) The method of claim 13, further comprising updating the at least one list of 
strings, wherein updating includes transferring at least one updated list of strings from the at 
least one server. 

19. (currently amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the at least one itinerary component 
is received from at le ast on e l ocat i on s e l e ct e d from a group cons i st i ng of the at least one client 
computer. 

20. (original) The method of claim 11, further comprising establishing at least one coupling to 
the selected at least one supplier via the at least one network, wherein establishing includes at 
least one method selected from a group consisting of requesting at least one web page from at 
least one web site of the at least one supplier, and using at least one proprietary coupling 
among the at least one supplier and at least one intermediary database, wherein the at least 
one intermediary database comprises information on available inventory of the at least one 
supplier. 



Atty Docket 39517-0702 
2039537_1.DOC 



5 



21 . (original) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising establishing at least one coupling 
between the at least one client computer and the at least one server, wherein the at least one 
client computer dynamically constructs a name of the at least one server by concatenating 
string fragments including a string constant representing a fixed base part of a name of the at 
least one server, at least one random number converted into at least one character string, and a 
string constant representing at least one domain in which the at least one server is located. 

22. (original) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising providing at least one coupling among 
the at least one client computer and at least one electronic site from which the at least one user 
can purchase at least one selected itinerary component. 

23. (original) The method of claim 22, wherein the at least one electronic site is selected from a 
group consisting of at least one supplier web site, at least one captive purchase web site, and at 
least one third party web site. 

24. (original) The method of claim 11, further comprising: 

tracking a purchase of the at least one itinerary component; and 
maintaining proof of the purchase. 

25. (currently amended) The method of claim 24, wherein the tracking and the maintaining 
comprise maintaining at least one set of buy tracking specifications buy - track i ng li st of str i ng 
patfs on the at least one client computer, wherein a first portion of the buy tracking specification 
includes information to identify the str i ng pair e l e m e nt i nclud e s a URL of a receipt web page of 
the at least one supplier, wherein a second portion of the buy tracking specification includes 
information to identify a portion of the content within the receipt web page to be extracted as 
string pa i r ele m e nt inc l ud es an e xtract i on sp e c i f ie r that sp e cif ie s a purchase transaction 
identification string w i th i n th e rec e ipt w e b pag e, and wherein the purchase transaction 
identification string is used as proof of purchase transaction origination. 

26. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 1, wherein automatically selecting at least one 
supplier comprises performing at least one evaluation using at least one decision criteria s e arch 
factor selected from a group consisting of information from the at least one itinerary component, 
preferences of the at least one user, personal information on the at least one user, at least one 
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previous search history of the at least one supplier, and at least one search history of at least 
one search of a similar type and by a similar user. 

27. (original) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising filtering the at least one query 
response using criteria selected from a group consisting of relative item pricing, preferences of 
the at least one user, personal information on the at least one user, sort criteria of the at least 
one user, past purchasing decisions of the at least one user, and past purchasing decisions of 
at least one aggregate group of users. 

28. (original) The method of claim 11, further comprising sorting the at least one list using at 
least one sorting criteria from the at least one user. 

29. (original) The method of claim 28, wherein the sorting is performed on the at least one 
client computer. 

30. (currently amended) The method of claim 1_1 4-4, further comprising: 

generating at least one travel request object in response to the extracted at least one 
itinerary component, wherein the at least one travel request object contains information on the 
at least one itinerary component and identifying information for the selected at least one supplier 
; and 

opt i mizing th e at le ast on e trav el r e qu e st obj e ct . 

31 . (original) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising tracking at least one time period 
selected from a group consisting of session periods, itinerary search time periods, result 
expiration time periods, and at least one travel category search result time period. 

32. (original) The method of claim 11, further comprising providing at least one user 
identification number and at least one session identification number to the at least one server. 

33. (original) The method of claim 11, further comprising maintaining at least one travel-special 
inventory for the at least one supplier, wherein the at least one travel-special inventory is a 
current inventory of special deals on travel. 
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34. (original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the query status information comprises a total 
number of travel suppliers to which the at least one query is transferred, a total number of travel 
supplier responses received, a total number of data items found, a total number of data items 
processed, and a total number of data items presented to the at least one user. 

35. (original) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising presenting the at least one user with 
at least one electronic link corresponding to each item of the at least one result list, wherein the 
at least one electronic link directs the at least one client computer to at least one page of a web 
site from which the item can be purchased. 

36. (original) The method of claim 35, wherein the web site is a supplier web site. 

37. (original) The method of claim 35, wherein the web site is affiliated with the at least one 
server. 

38. (original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the at least one client computer comprises at 
least one processing device selected from a group consisting of personal computers, personal 
digital assistants, hand-held computers, cellular telephones, communication devices, and 
vehicle telematic systems. 

39. (original) The method of claim 11, wherein the at least one network comprises the Internet. 

40. (currently amended) A system for locating and scheduling travel itinerary components in 
real time, comprising: 

at least one client compute r, wherein t hat d e t e cts at least one user action is detected, 
and d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r at le ast on e us e r is s e arch i ng for trav e l i nformat i on, 
wherein at least one result list is presented ; 

at least one server coupled to the at least one client computer, wh e r ei n at le ast on e 
i t i n e rary compon e nt i s e xtract e d from th e at l e ast on e us e r act i on, wherein at least one supplier 
of the at least one itinerary component is automatically selected, wherein at least one query is 
transferred among the selected at least one supplier via at least one network, wherein the at 
least one query is a request for purchase information on the at least one itinerary component, 
wherein the at least one result list is created in response to at least one query response. 
wh e r e in th e at l e ast on e us e r is pr e s e nt e d with at le ast on e r e sult l ist in r e spons e to at le ast on e 

Atty Docket 3951 7-0702 8 
2039537_1.DOC 



qu e ry r es pons e , wh e r ei n th e at l e ast on e r e su l t li st includ e s th e purchas e i nformation, qu e ry 
status i nformation, and at le ast on e ele ctron i c link that supports purchas e of th e at le ast on e 
it i n e rary compon e nt. 

41 . (original) The system of claim 40, wherein the at least one travel component comprises at 
least one component selected from a group consisting of airline reservations, lodging 
reservations, and ground transportation reservations. 

42. (original) The system of claim 40, wherein detecting at least one user action further 
comprises: 

monitoring the at least one user action by capturing Uniform Resource Locators (URLs) 
from a browser of the at least one client computer; 

comparing a root portion of the captured URL with at least one list of strings stored by 
the at least one client computer; and 

forwarding a root-matching URL to the at least one server, wherein determinations are 
made whether the at least one user action is a request for travel information and whether the at 
least one user action contains enough information to be the at least one itinerary component. 

43. (original) The system of claim 42, wherein the at least one client computer comprises at 
least one browser sub-window that is opened when the at least one user action includes enough 
information to be the at least one itinerary, wherein the sub-window accepts entry of the at least 
one itinerary component. 

44. (original) The system of claim 42, wherein information is captured from the at least one 
user action, and it is determined that the at least one user action contains enough information to 
be the at least one itinerary component. 

45. (currently amended) The system of claim 40, wherein the at least one itinerary component 
is received from at le ast on e l ocat i on s e l e ct e d from a group consist i ng of the at least one client 
computer. 

46. (original) The system of claim 40, wherein at least one coupling is established to the 
selected at least one supplier via the at least one network, wherein the establishment includes 
at least one method selected from a group consisting of requesting at least one web page from 
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at least one web site of the at least one supplier, and using at least one proprietary coupling 
among the at least one supplier and at least one intermediary database, wherein the at least 
one intermediary database comprises information on available inventory of the at least one 
supplier. 

47. (original) The system of claim 40, wherein the at least one client computer couples to the at 
least one server by dynamically constructing a name of the at least one server by concatenating 
string fragments including a string constant representing a fixed base part of a name of the at 
least one server, at least one random number converted into at least one character string, and a 
string constant representing at least one domain in which the at least one server is located. 

48. (original) The system of claim 40, wherein a factory logic section of the at least one server 
creates and populates at least one object in response to at least one request from at least one 
other logic section, wherein the at least one object is used in at least one session of the at least 
one user. 

49. (original) The system of claim 48, wherein the at least one object comprises at least one 
user information object based on information of the at least one user, wherein the at least one 
user information object is stored in at least one database upon completion of the at least one 
session, wherein the factory logic searches the at least one database for the at least one user 
information object upon initiation of at least one subsequent session. 

50. (original) The system of claim 48, wherein the at least one object comprises at least one 
session information object based on information of the at least one session. 

51. (original) The system of claim 48, wherein the at least one object comprises at least one 
travel request object based on information of the at least one itinerary component, wherein the 
at least one travel request object includes information identifying the at least one supplier. 

52. (original) The system of claim 51 , wherein the at least one object comprises at least one 
travel query object that is instantiated with the at least one travel request object, wherein upon 
instantiation the at least one travel query object obtains at least one thread and at least one 
search adapter for each of the at least one suppliers, wherein the at least one thread and the at 
least one search adapter control the transfer of the at least one query. 
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53. (original) The system of claim 40, wherein at least one coupling is provided among the at 
least one client computer and at least one electronic site from which the at least one user can 
purchase at least one selected itinerary component, wherein the at least one electronic site is 
selected from a group consisting of at least one supplier web site, at least one third party web 
site, at least one interface among the at least one server and the at least one supplier, and at 
least one database. 

54. (original) The system of claim 40, wherein a purchase of the at least one travel component 
is tracked and a proof of the purchase is maintained. 

55. (currently amended) The system of claim 54, wherein the tracking and the maintaining 
comprise maintaining at least one set of buy tracking specifications buy - track i ng li st of str i ngs on 
the at least one client computer, wherein a first portion of the buy tracking specification includes 
information to identify the string i nclud e s a URL of a receipt web page of the at least one 
supplier, wherein a second portion of the buy tracking specification includes information to 
identify a portion of the content within the receipt web page to be extracted as str i ng i nclud e s an 
e xtract i on sp e c i f ie r that sp e c i fi e s a purchase transaction identification string w i thin th e r e c ei pt 
w e b pag e, wherein the purchase transaction identification string is used as proof of a purchase 
transaction origination. 

56. (original) The system of claim 40, wherein the at least one response is filtered using criteria 
selected from a group consisting of relative item pricing, preferences of the at least one user, 
personal information on the at least one user, sort criteria of the at least one user, past 
purchasing decisions of the at least one user, and past purchasing decisions of at least one 
aggregate group of users. 

57. (original) The system of claim 40, wherein at least one travel-special inventory is 
maintained for the at least one supplier, wherein the at least one travel-special inventory is a 
current inventory of special deals on travel. 

58. (original) The system of claim 40, wherein the status information comprises a total number 
of travel suppliers to which the at least one query is transferred, a total number of travel supplier 
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responses received, a total number of data items found, a total number of data items processed, 
and a total number of data items presented to the at least one user. 

59. (original) The system of claim 40, wherein the at least one user is presented with at least 
one electronic link corresponding to each item of the at least one result list, wherein the at least 
one electronic link directs the at least one client computer to at least one page of the 
corresponding supplier web site from which the item can be purchased. 

60. (currently amended) A computer readable medium containing executable instructions 
which, when executed in a processing system, provides a search system component a dynamic 
information conn e ct i on e ng i n e ^ comprising: 

detecting at least one user action on at least one client computer and, in response, 
determining at least one user is searching for supported information; extracting query 
information from the at least one user action , whor e in th e qu e ry i nformation i nc l ud e s at le ast 
on e cat e gory of th e support e d i nformat i on ; 

transmitting the query information to a separate search system component; 
automatica l ly s ele cting at le ast on e supp lie r of th e support e d i nformat i on using at l e ast on e 
s e rv e r i n r e spons e to th e qu e ry i nformat i on; 

receiving result information from the separate search system component, wherein the 
result information includes at least one result list; and 

transf e rr i ng at l e ast on e qu e ry inc l ud i ng th e qu e ry i nformation among th e s e l e ct e d at 
le ast on e suppli e r v i a at l e ast on e n e twork; and 

presenting the at least one result list, g e n e rat i ng at le ast on e r e su l t li st i n r e spons e to at 
le ast on e qu e ry r e spons e , wh e r e in th e at l e ast on e r e su l t l ist i nclud e s r e spons e i nformat i on 
g e n e rat e d from th e at l e ast on e qu e ry r e spons e and qu e ry status i nformat i on. 

61. (currently amended) An electromagnetic medium containing executable instructions which, 
when executed in a processing system, provides a search system component a dynam i c 
i nformat i on conn e ction e ng i n e ^ comprising: 

detecting at least one user action on at least one client computer and, in response, 
determining at least one user is searching for supported information; 

extracting query information from the at least one user action , wh e r ei n th e qu e ry 
i nformat i on i nc l ud e s at le ast on e cat e gory of th e support e d i nformat i on ; 
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transmitting the query information to a separate search system component; 
automatica ll y sele ct i ng at le ast on e suppli e r of th e support e d i nformation using at l e ast on e 
s e rv e r in r e spons e to th e qu e ry i nformation; 

receiving result information from the separate search system component, wherein the 
result information includes at least one result list; and 

transf e rring at le ast on e qu e ry including th e qu e ry i nformat i on among th e s ele ct e d at 
le ast on e supp l i e r v i a at le ast on e n e twork: and presenting the at least one result list, g e n e rat i ng 
at le ast on e r e su l t li st i n r e spons e to at le ast on e qu e ry r e spons e , wh e r ei n th e at l e ast on e r e su l t 
li st inc l ud e s r e spons e i nformation g e n e rat e d from th e at l e ast on e qu e ry r e spons e and qu e ry 
status i nformat i on. 

62. (original) A method for locating and scheduling travel itinerary components in real time, 
comprising: 

detecting at least one user action on at least one client computer and, in response, 
determining at least one user is searching for travel information; 

extracting at least one itinerary component from the at least one user action; 

automatically selecting at least one supplier of the at least one itinerary component using 
at least one server; 

transferring at least one query among the selected at least one supplier via at least one 
network, wherein the at least one query is a request for purchase information on the at least one 
itinerary component; 

presenting the at least one user with at least one result list in response to at least one 
query response, wherein the at least one result list includes the purchase information, at least 
one electronic link to the at least one supplier, and query status information; and 

facilitating at least one purchase transaction comprising the at least one user purchasing 
at least one itinerary component chosen from the at least one result list. 

63. (new) The system of claim 40, wherein the at least one result list includes the purchase 
information, query status information, and at least one electronic link that supports purchase of 
the at least one itinerary component. 

64. (new) A computer readable medium containing executable instructions which, when 
executed in a processing system, provides a search system component, comprising: 
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receiving query information from a separate search system component, wherein the 
query information includes at least one category of supported information; 

automatically selecting at least one supplier of the supported information; 

transferring at least one query including the query information among the selected at 
least one supplier via at least one network; 

generating at least one result list in response to at least one query response, wherein 
the at least one result list includes response information generated from the at least one query 
response and query status information; and 

transmitting result information to the separate search system component, wherein the 
result information includes the at least one result list. 

65. (new) An electromagnetic medium containing executable instructions which, when 
executed in a processing system, provides a search system component, comprising: 

receiving query information from a separate search system component, wherein the 
query information includes at least one category of supported information; 

automatically selecting at least one supplier of the supported information; 

transferring at least one query including the query information among the selected at 
least one supplier via at least one network; 

generating at least one result list in response to at least one query response, wherein 
the at least one result list includes response information generated from the at least one query 
response and query status information; and 

transmitting result information to the separate search system component, wherein the 
result information includes the at least one result list. 

66. (new) A method for a dynamic information connection server, comprising: 

receiving query information from a client system, wherein the query information includes 
a requeust for at least one category of supported information; 

automatically selecting at least one supplier of the supported information in response to 
the query information; transferring at least one query including the query information among the 
selected at least one supplier via at least one network; and 

generating at least one result list in response to at least one query response, wherein 
the at least one result list includes response information generated from the at least one query 
response and query status information. 
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67. (new) A method for locating and scheduling travel itinerary components in real time, 
comprising: 

receiving query information from a client system, wherein the query information includes 
at least one travel itinerary component; 

automatically selecting at least one supplier of the at least one itinerary component; 
transferring at least one query including the query information among the selected at least one 
supplier via at least one network, wherein the at least one query is a request for purchase 
information on the at least one itinerary component; 

and generating at least one result list in response to at least one query response, 
wherein the at least one result list includes the purchase information, at least one electronic link 
to the at least one supplier, and query status information. 
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